Day 1
The first day of the Seminar Sapere Aude, organized by the Schools of Political Studies  Association in Tbilisi (Georgia), with the participation of  the Tbilisi and Moscow Schools, was called “Merab Mamardashvili: the Man and the Epoch” and it totally corresponded  to the title. Friends, colleagues and admirers of the famous philosopher were recalling the stories from his life. They were sharing the impressions of communication with him and talking about his role during the difficult transitional time for his country.
During the opening ceremony, the participants in the Seminar were welcomed by the Director of the European Union Political Planning, Matiash Gruden, and the Director of the Tbilisi School of Political Studies Armaz Akhvlediani, who emphasized the importance of such meetings, and expressed their belief that the five days of work of the Seminar will give fruitful results. 

One of the founders of the Moscow School of Civic Education, Lena Nemirovskaia, the closest friend of Merab Mamardashvili, said that Merab Konstantinovich was an inspiration of the Moscow School of Political Studies foundation – the first of the Schools of Political Studies of the Council of Europe. She also remembered that his last day he spent with them in the circle of his friends.
“He introduced a word, which I had known before, but after him, this word stuck in my memory, and it has been sitting there already for 25 years. This word was «зазор» (“zazor” – backlash, clearance, airspace). I remembered it forever. He was saying that it’s necessary to try to fill this zazor in with something modern, important, necessary and non-false. Mirab considered that it’s difficult to live. But it’s only through your effort to live, that you could get back to your authentic existence. When I’m having a hard time, I read Mirab  - now almost all of his works are published. I hope he will be translated into European languages, too. Europe should understand to which extent this European philosopher is important to them. ”

Many people spoke about Mamardashvili that day.  A journalist from the  Spanish newspaper “El Pais” Pilar Bonet  remembered how, on the request of her friend, she was bringing him newspapers from abroad, and he would agree even to get the old ones – during the epoch of the information deprivation the scientist wanted to read something written outside the box of the Soviet  ideology. Professor of the Tbilisi State University Levan Gigineishvili remembered the words of M.Mamardashvili about profession: “Philosophy – is not a profession. It’s your destiny, calling, lifestyle. A man is the only creature in the Universe, who is asking questions concerning the issues of genesis. «For what do I exist? », «What is cognition? », «What is order and what is chaos? » - only a human being is trying to find the answers to these questions.”

Many speakers were sharing their memories of M.Mamardashvili, but most of all I remembered the talk given by one of the founders of the Moscow School and the Director of its Publishing Programs, Yuriy Senokosov. It was actually not a presentation, but an unscripted talk, which he specified from the very beginning. One episode from his speech sank especially deep into the heart:

“Merab was saying that in the times of the USSR, very popular was the idea of creation of a new man. In accordance with this idea they were trying to build communism. Now this idea is not popular, but its remains, preserved in the hutch, germinated and sprung up.”

You could feel that it was not easy for the speaker to remember M.Mamardashvili. Yuriy Senokosov’s speech was more like a heart-to-heart talk with another philosopher, rather than a presentation to the participants in the seminar. The speaker was overwhelmed with emotions. One memory was followed by another, the second  by the third. I, as a journalist, am aware of this feeling – it is difficult to interview or to write about people who are close to you. But such speech – non-structured, not learned by heart, - in the end turned out to be very lively and  genuine. Perhaps that was why the audience was so quiet and thoughtful. The invisible spirit of Mamardashvili seemed to be present there the whole day. The Moderator, Andrey Zakharov, sensed the emotions of the audience. Summing up the speeches and saying that there is no time left for questions, he remarked: “Though, maybe it’s good, questions here are probably of no use. Where there are emotions, there’s no room for words.”
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