Day 2

The first day of the Seminar Sapere Aude , organized by the Schools of Political Studies Association in Tbilisi (Georgia), with the participation of  the Tbilisi and Moscow Schools, was dedicated to the 85th anniversary of a famous Georgian philosopher, Merab Mamardashvili. The second day was dedicated to the problems of the Global World. 

The first speaker was Attorney Vadim Kliuvgant. For an hour and a half, the Member of the Constitutional Committee (the years of 1990-1993) was expanding on a topic of human rights and the rule of law and later he answered the participants’ questions. He dedicated his speech to modern understanding of the Law, the role of the Court and the Defense Attorneys’ Institute. He touched upon the repressive tendency in contemporary Russian Legislation. He says that the main focus of the Law is the collect of rights and freedoms of a man, but not the urge to punish him. As to the situation with the Russian Courts, the speaker says that the disease of the Court system is in its name itself – the “system”. Because there must be power, but in the situation of shortage of power the judges convert from the people, who take decisions, into bureaucrats, who more often carry out the instructions from the top. Consequently, even the best judge is a bureaucrat, but not a representative of power.

· Why do we have deficient laws, if they are written by the most clever lawyers of the country? – the speaker was asked during the discussion.

· Unfortunately, it is not so, - Vadim Vladimirovich answered. – Far from being so. Now, practically, the expert community is not involved into the development of laws, as a result, we often receive unbalanced laws, which possess the capacity of dual interpretation. 

Next, the floor is taken by Erling Borgen. He is a well-known Norwegian journalist, who during his life has released above 90 documentaries (a most known film in Russia is “Immortal Ibsen”), the episodes from which he watched and discussed with the participants. Also, Borgen outlines two basic principles which, in his opinion, must make a foundation for all documentaries. First, anything you do must be a subject of public interest. Second, you must be very precise about authenticity of facts. Though, in the discussion that followed, the Norwegian admits, that it is impossible to make intrinsic reports. That is why the task of the documentalist is “to shoot honest episodes”. In conclusion, Erling Borgen gives a couple of technical advices to the beginning documentalists and answers that he is ready to make a documentary film about Chechnya, but it needs preparation.

The audience was brought back to the Russian realia by the foremost specialist in Russia on social policy, Evgeniy Gontmakher. During his speech “Social Health of Russia” he says that Russia is facing a minimum ten years without economic growth (“believe me, this is an optimistic forecast, most probably it will be longer”), yet, despite the deterioration of living conditions, one should not expect any protests. 

· The middle class level of living has dropped considerably, but nobody is going  out into the streets. The worse our people live, the more reliance they have on the Government, - the expert remarked abruptly.

Eugeniy Gontmakher also stresses that the official statistics in Russia are “too good”, that is why you should be extremely careful to put trust in it. This being, though, not a great revelation, the rest of the discussion was mostly focused on the vectors of country development and the peculiarities of some particular regions of Russia.

During the Round Table discussion “Democracy and Education”, the Academic Director of the RAS Sociological and Politological Education Center, Alexander Sogomonov, carried out interactive work. The audience split into five groups; the participants of each group, within 10 minutes, were supposed to write 10 fundamental questions of democracy and give answers to them. As you probably understand, most of the participants managed only to make up questions, moreover, not all of them could be qualified as fundamental. Having equipped themselves with the five lists, the participants started to answer these very fundamental questions. Unfortunately, they couldn’t answer all of them (due to lack of time), but debated splendidly. 

The evening was concluded by a film, - the biography of a well-known Georgian actor Kakhi Kavsadze. As is rightly remarked by Elena Nemirovskaia, the film “But Is There A Theatre At All” is not just a film about the life of one person. This is a story in which you can find a response practically for everyone who lived during the epoch of the USSR. Though, Kakhi Kavsadze himself, who came to the meeting, did not launch into deep argument, but was mostly joking, praising the film director – Nana Dzhanelidze, and willingly had photographs taken with everyone who wanted it. 
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