Day 5

The last day of the seminar in Tbilisi was highly topical. It started with an amazing presentation of Hakan Altinay (Turkey) that has significantly changed our views on who is ready to share goods, rights and responsibilities in the framework of the common perception of justice and obligation. As Altinay said convincingly, despite the fact that the major economic principle is the pursuit of profit increase, the ajority of people are ready to defend the rights of one another. According to him, the major challenge for those who are engaged in global civicism is in establishing the contact with others and explaining them that they are not alone in their endeavours.
During the session The Global World and Politics Charles Gati (USA) approached the problem of foreign conflicts in an unusual way suggesting reflecting upon the role of humiliation experienced by a politician or a group of politicians. In my view, understanding the problem in depth helped many participants look at the different actions of politicians under a different angle.

Political analyst Alexey Makarkin once again demonstrated his deep understanding of the essence of the conflict between the Russian society and Ukraine and shared with us his analytical implications that the Kremlin’s decision to delete Ukraine from the news agenda is associated with the disappointment of the Russians in this topic and also with unfavourable prognoses that the relations with Ukraine will not improve soon.
The seminar finished with Ralph Fiennes’s film Coriolanus that showed in a dramatic way the success and tragedy of populist regimes, the role of a crowd and a person who challenges it.

After the seminar’s end we left for home with the feeling of a completely new and deep view on the processes that take place in the contemporary world. Addressing the 85-th anniversary of Merab Mamardashvili the organizers managed to rise the meanings he stressed and show that despite all the differences between the cultures, there is only one civilization and its development is a continuous process that requires constant engagement of active citizens.
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