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Two things are important in life – purpose and meaning; however, 
citizenship and public welfare simply provide the necessary conditions 
for them. If one thinks about this properly, a modern civic society isn’t 
the worst place we can live our lives in, as long as the will to improve 
our way of life has not been extinguished.

Ralf Dahrendorf
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About the Forum

The Association of Schools of Political Studies, at the initiative of the 
Moscow School of Civic Education, is organizing a major civic forum 
in Berlin on the 28th – 29th of October. It marks the beginning of a 
mission: to spread the ideals and practice of the Moscow School – the 
ideals of a civic society, the practice of discussing and teaching them, so 
that what Jean Monnet called “a civilized state of mind” is made more 
possible.

The Moscow School of Political Studies was founded in 1992, the idea 
of two people: Lena Nemirovskaya and her husband Yury Senokossov.  
Launched as the Soviet Union collapsed, and with the support of 
(among others) the Council of Europe, it has for nearly a quarter of a 
century built a centre for learning, debate and publication. 

In that time, thousands of Russian and other former Soviet citizens 
have  attended seminars in Moscow, Russian regions, countries of 
Europe and the USA; hundreds of experts, Russian and foreign, 
have come to the school to speak and learn; and the School has been 
recognised internationally – with awards from the Council of Europe, 
France, Germany, Poland, Russia, Sweden and the UK – both to the 
School, and personally to Lena Nemirovskaya.

In that past quarter of a century, over twenty schools modeled on the 
MSCE have been established in different countries.

The Moscow School has – with many other civic organizations in 
Russia since the end of the Soviet Union – sought to help embed civic 
values and concepts into the Russian society. Its experience should now 
be tested in the larger world: a world in which both authoritarian rule, 
and a fading belief in the public virtues of human civilization, call for 
the active intervention of citizens.

The Berlin forum starts from the presumption that there are many 
cultures – but one civilization based on human rights, freedom, the rule 
of law and democracy.  That civilization needs to be constantly refreshed 
by conscious action and projects.

After the destruction of the Second World War, citizens in Europe and 
around the world initiated the creation of important new international 
organizations, including the United Nations, the World Council of 
Churches, the Council of Europe and the European Court of Human 
Rights. A universal perception of justice emerged, reflected in key 
international documents such as the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, the Charter of the Council of Europe, and the European 
Convention on Human Rights.

In the following decade, this universal energy and civic spirit became 
embodied in the 1955 Russell-Einstein Manifesto, which laid the 
foundation in 1957 for the Pugwash movement.  The Pugwash 
Conference on Science and World Affairs is still active today as a forum 
for scientists working for peace. The Manifesto also led to the Non-
Aligned Movement (1961) and to the formation in 1968 of the Club 
of Rome, also concerned with global problems. Its ethos underpins the 
Helsinki Final Act at the Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (1975), the signing of the Maastricht Treaty (1992) and the 
establishment of the Council of Europe’s Commissioner for Human 
Rights in 1999. 

The Berlin forum is designed to rejuvenate the spirit of global civics. 
Russia is today increasingly seen by many in the world through the lens 
of the cold war. But it is more than that. It is a different and proud culture; 
but millions of Russians yearn to be part of a common civilization. 

We invite you to be part of that project.
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Wednesday, October 28th
Robert Bosch Stiftung, Französische Straße 32 
 

9.45–10.30 Opening 
 Atje Drexler
 Matjaž Gruden
 Lena Nemirovskaya
 
10.30–11.00 Keynote address: Catherine Lalumière 

11.00–11.30 Keynote address: Yury Senokossov 
 “Many cultures, one civilization”

11.30–12.00 Keynote address: Frank-Walter Steinmeier 

12.00–12.30 Coffee-break  

12.30–14.30 Opening panels: Ivan Krastev 

 Panel 1.  Civilization: universal values
 Hakan Altinay,  Sonja Licht, Michael Mertes, 
 Sergei Lagodinsky, John Lloyd, Kirill Rogov

 Moderators: Yulia Taratuta, Mikhail Fishman

14.30–16.00 Lunch 

16.00–18.00 Panel 2.  Civilization: global interests 
 Emil Pain, Bobo Lo, Christopher Coker,  
 Vladislav Inozemtsev, Thomas Gomart, Quentin Peel  
 Moderator: Sylke Tempel

18.00  Press-conference for journalists 
 Moderator: Vitaly Dymarsky

Thursday, October 29th
Robert Bosch Stiftung, Französische Straße 32 
 

10.00–12.00 Round tables  
 
 Panel: How the world is changing
 Alexander Arkhangelsky, Sylvie Kauffmann,
 Pilar Bonet, Andrzej Szeptycki
  
 Panel: History and memory
 Sylke Tempel, Irina Scherbakova, Jutta Scherrer
 Maxim Trudolyubov, Diana Pinto
  
 Panel: Media and propaganda
 John Lloyd, Kirill Rogov, Andrey Kolesnikov,  
 Floriana Fossato
   
 Panel: Democracy and civic education
 Alexander Sogomonov, Nikolay Petrov,
 Daniel Dettling, Jack Hanning
 
12.00–14.00 Lunch 

14.00–15.00 Round tables resume 

15.00–16.00 Closing 
 
16.30 Musical performance and dinner 
 Ethno-jazz band “Iriao” 
 Hotel Titanic Deluxe, Französische Straße 30
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Key speakers

Hakan Altinay President of the Global Civics Academy
(Turkey)

Alexander Arkhangelsky Journalist, writer
(Russia)

Pilar Bonet Correspondent, El País
(Spain)

Christopher Coker Professor of International Relations at  
(United Kingdom) the London School of Economics and  
 Head of Department

Daniel Dettling Head, Zukunftspolitik
(Germany)

Atje Drexler Head of Department of International  
(Germany) Relations Europe and its Neighbours,  
 Robert Bosch Stiftung

Vitaly Dymarsky Lead editor of Echo of Petersburg 
(Russia)

Mikhail Fishman Journalist, Internet TV “Rain” anchor 
(Russia)

Floriana Fossato Independent Russian media expert,  
(United Kingdom) School of Slavonic and Eastern  
 European Studies (SSEES)  
 at University College London

Thomas Gomart Director of the Russia/NIS Center,  
(France) IFRI (Institut français des relations  
 internationales)

Matjaž Gruden Director of Political Planning, Council  
(Council of Europe) of Europe

Jack Hanning Association of the Schools of Political  
(France) Studies, Secretary General 

Vladislav Inozemtsev Director, Centre for Post 
(Russia) Industrial Studies 

Sylvie Kauffmann Journalist, Chief editor at Le Monde 
(France) (2010-2011)

Ivan Krastev Chairman of the Centre for Liberal  
(Bulgaria) Strategies in Sofia; Permanent fellow at  
 the IWM Institute of Human Sciences  
 in Vienna

Andrey Kolesnikov Senior Associate and Chair, Carnegie  
(Russia) Moscow Center’s Russian Domestic  
 Politics and Political Institutions Program

Sergei Lagodinsky Head of the EU/North America  
(Germany) Department, Heinrich Böll Foundation  
 in Berlin

Catherine Lalumière Secretary General of the Council of  
(France) Europe (1989 to 1994); President,  
 Association of the Schools of Political  
 Studies of the Council of Europe

Sonja Licht Founder and president, Belgrade Fund  
(Serbia) for Political Excellence

Bobo Lo Associate Fellow, Russia and Eurasia  
(United Kingdom) Programme, Chatham House; author of  
 the book “Russia and the New World  
 Disorder”

Michael Mertes German chief officer and author,  
(Germany) political advisor to Chancellor Helmut  
 Kohl (1987-1998) 
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Lena Nemirovskaya Founder, Moscow School of Civic  
(Russia) Education

John Lloyd Contributing Editor, The Financial Times 
(United Kingdom)

Emil Pain Director general, Center for Ethno- 
(Russia) political and regional research

Quentin Peel Mercator Senior Fellow, Europe  
(United Kingdom) Programme, Chatham House

Nikolay Petrov Political analyst 
(Russia)

Diana Pinto Historian, writer 
(France)

Kirill Rogov Political observer 
(Russia)

Irina Scherbakova Head of the educational programs of  
(Russia) the International Society Memorial

Jutta Scherrer Professor of Russian History at the  
(Germany-France) Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences  
 Sociales

Yury Senokossov Founder, Moscow School of Civic  
(Russia) Education

Alexander Sogomonov Leading research fellow, Institute of  
(Russia) Sociology, Russian Academy of Sciences

Frank-Walter Steinmeier Minister for Foreign Affairs 
(Germany)

Andrzej Szeptycki Associate Professor, Section of  
(Poland) European Integration, Institute of  
 international relations, University of  
 Warsaw

Yulia Taratuta Editor, Forbes Woman, ForbesLife 
(Russia)

Sylke Tempel Editor in chief, Internationale Politik 
(Germany)

Maxim Trudolyubov Russia and Eastern Europe  
(Russia) correspondent, columnist, Vedomosti daily
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Participants

ALBANIA                                                                                   

Eralda Çani  Council of Ministers, Advisor on public  
 law; Tirana University, Professor of Law

Ermal Gjinaj  The mass media “Bota.al”, Editor in Chief

Erjon Tase  Academy of Political Studies,  
 Executive Director

ARMENIA                                                                                   

Marine Malkhasyan Human Rights Focal Point – UNDP  
 Armenia, Project

Elina Mkrtumyan  Association of Civic Educators,  
 Chairman; Yerevan School of Political  
 Studies, Project Manager

Armen Zakaryan  Yerevan School of Political Studies of  
 the Council of Europe, Director

AZERBAIJAN                                                                                   

Mubariz Rahimli  Majlis, Member; Republican Alternative  
 Political Movement, Member

THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS                                                                                   

Alexander Dabravolski The East-European School of  
 Political Studies, Director

Yuliya Kotskaya Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty,  
 Journalist

Ales Mikhalevich Association for Modernization,  
 Council Chairman

Nikita Molchakov Institute of Legislation and Normative  
 Development, Lawyer, Researcher

Valentina Polevikova East-European School of Political  
 Studies, Manager

Olga Shparaga Center for European Studies / ECLAB,  
 Head of Department

BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA                                                                                   

Aida Buljubasic Federal Employment Institute;  
 Business Analyst

Stevan Salatic Institute for social research FPN Banja  
 Luka, Researcher

Slaven Zeljko Parliament of the Federation of Bosnia  
 and Herzegovina, Adviser to the Chair

THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA                                                                                   

Irina Alexieva Bulgarian School of Politics “Dimitry  
 Panitza”, Director

Petar Karaboev ECONOMEDIA Press group, Journalist

Stanimir Kaytazski  Sophia Bar Association, Lawyer

Hristo Panchugov  New Bulgarian University, Lecturer

CROATIA                                                                                   

Nevena Crljenko  Philip Morris International Management 
 S.A., Manager of Corporate Affairs 
 and Reduced Risk Products  
 



14 / 15

Dragan Nikolić News Media Service, Head of Output  
 (HRT)

Domagoj Račić Academy for Political Development,  
 President of the Steering Board

CZECH REPUBLIC                                                                                   

Darab Gajar Radio Free Europe, Journalist

Marie Kubinova Women’s Association, Vice-chairman  
 for Central Bohemian Region

ESTONIA                                                                                   

Liik Kadri European Foreign Policy Scorecard 
 Wider Europe Programme,  
 Senior Policy Fellow

FINLAND                                                                                   

Rene Nyberg  Finnish Industries; Head of the East  
 Office; Ambassador of Finland to  
 Russia (2000 – 2004)

FRANCE                                                                                   

Philippe Etienne  Ambassador of France to Germany

Tatiana Kastueva-Jean  French Institute of International  
 Relations, Head of Russia-NIS  
 Center of Ifri

GEORGIA                                                                                   

George Abashidze BPC Ltd, Founder and managing director

Levan Abshilava  Composer

Armaz Akhvlediani  Tbilisi School of Political Studies, Director

Nodari Daraselia  Center for Public Diplomacy, Public  
 Relations and Mass Media, 
 Press Relations Advisor

Shalva Gelekva  Association of the Civil Society  
 Development, Member

Mikheil Javakhishvili Georgian Public Radio, Journalist

Nugzar Kavtaradze  Pupils’ Palace, Teacher

Lasha Kiladze  Psychic Health and Drug Dependency  
 Prevention Center, Director General

David Malazonia State Youth Theatre, Project Manager

Mikheil Mdinaradze Radio “Imedi”, Journalist

Bidzina Murgulia  Tbilisi City Hall, Programmer and  
 information technology expert

Tinatin Shugarova “Supremacy of Statute Law Support in  
 Georgia”, Project, Expert in Mediation

George Svanadze  Deloitte & Touche LLC - Deloitte  
 Legal, Manager

David Tsintskaladze Wissol Auto Express, Director

THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY                                    

Anna Kaiser German-Russian Forum,  
 Project Head Manager

GREECE                                                                                   

Ioannis Ragkousis Former Minister of Interior, Greece
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Despoina Syrri  Civic School of Political Studies in  
 Greece, Director

Grigorios Tsioukas Legal counsel (Herakleion – Crete),  
 Lawyer

KAZAKHSTAN                                                                                   

Pavel Koktyshev Institute for Development and  
 Economic Affairs, Director;  
 The head of Public Fund “SOFLK”

KYRGYZ REPUBLIC                                                                                   

Elmira Nogoibaieva  “Police Asia” Analytical Center,  Leader

KOSOVO                                                                                   

Ramadan Ilazi  Kosovo Government, Deputy Minister  
 for European Integration  

Leonora Kryeziu  Prishtina School of Politics,  
 Executive Director  

Gjyljeta Mushkolaj  Prishtina Univeristy, Professor of Law  

MACEDONIA                                                                                   

Zhidas Daskalovski  School of Public Policy “Mother  
 Theresa”, Director; University of  
 Kliment Ohridski, Professor

Oliver Stanoeski  Municipality of Karposh, Administrator

Katerina Veljanovska MIT University, Professor
Blazevska

MONTENEGRO                                                                                   

Snezana Jonica  Montenegro Parliament, Member,  
 Secretary General of Socialist Party

Slaven Radunovic  Montenegro Parliament, Member; 
 Parliamentary Board for European  
 Integration, President

Boris Raonic  School of Democratic Leadership, Director

MOROCCO                                                                                   

Aabbar Mohamed Yassine Marrakech High School, Professor

Bouddane Hinda INJAZ Al-Maghrib Operations,  
 Coordinator of the city of Fez.  
 First vice-president of the elected  
 provincial council of the city of Fez

NORWAY                                                                                   

Helge Blakkisrud Norwegian Institute of International  
 Affairs, Senior Research Fellow, Head of  
 the Research group on Russia, Eurasia  
 and the Arctic

Kristian Lundby Gjerde Norwegian Institute of International  
 Affairs, Research Fellow

Ana Perona-Fjeldstad The European Wergeland Centre,  
 Executive director

POLAND                                                                                   

Magdalena Przeor  Translator

Michał Sutowski Institute for Advanced Study in  
 Warsaw, Coordinator
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Aleksandra Zielinska Amnesty International Poland,  
 Campaign coordinator

ROMANIA                                                                                   

Catrina Maria-Manuela Chamber of Deputies, Political Advisor

Dobre Adrian-Marius Ministry of Labour, Secretary of State

THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION                                                                                   

Tatyana Akopova Yaroslavl State University n.a.  
(Yaroslavl Oblast) P.G.Demidov, Associate Professor

Olga Artamonova  Novgorod Branch of the RANEPA  
(Novgorod Oblast) (Russian Presidential Academy of  
 National Economy and Public  
 Administration), Associate Professor

Anna Baidakova “Novaya Gazeta” (New Newspaper)  
(Moscow) Publishers, Correspondent

Sergey Bolshakov Komi Republic Academy of Public  
(St. Petersburg) Administration and Management,  
 Professor of Economics, State and  
 Municipal Management

Svetlana Branitskaya Rolf Group of Companies, Head of  
(Moscow) Media Department 

Ivan Branitsky The London School of Economics and  
(Moscow) Political Science, Master

Boris Dolgin Polit.ru,  Deputy Editor-in-Chief,  
(Moscow) Science Editor

Evgeniy Drogov “O-Kratkoe” Publishers, Director
(Kirov Oblast)

Nikolay Epple Vedomosti daily, Journalist, editorial page
(Moscow)

Solomon Ginzburg Kaliningrad Region Duma, Deputy
(Kaliningrad Oblast)

Anastasia Gontareva Moscow School of Civic Education,  
(Kabardino-Balkarian Republic) Manager

Aleksei Gordin Ministry of Physical Culture, Sport and  
(Irkutsk Oblast) Youth Policy of the Irkutsk Region,  
 Head of the Youth Policy

Dmitriy Gorin Briansk Department of the Russian  
(Briansk Oblast) Society of Sociologists,  Chairman;  
 Briansk Branch of the RANEPA,  
 Head of Chair

Denis Grekov Search-and-Rescue Detachment “Liza  
(Altai Krai) Alert”, Regional Coordinator

Dmitriy Grushevskiy International Conference “Regional  
(Volgograd Oblast) Development Alternatives”, Chairman  
 of the Organizing Committee

Maria Guleva St. Petersburg Polytechnic University of  
(St. Petersburg) Peter the Great, Senior Lecturer

Evgeniy Ishigenov  “Rostelecom” Company, Head of the  
(Republic of Buriatiya) Project Development Office  
 “Information Society”

Vadim Karastelev Moscow Helsinki Group, 
(Krasnodar Krai) Project Coordinator

Anastasia Karimova  Journalist 
(Moscow)

Larisa Kazakova  Irkutsk Regional “Yabloko”  (Apple)  
(Irkutsk Oblast) Party Department, Chairman

Irina Khrunova  “Akhmedgaliev, Khrunova and Partners”,  
(Republic of Tatarstan) Republic of Tatarstan Law Bureau, Attorney

Alexander Korovin  “StavExpo” Company, Director General 
(Stavropol Krai) 
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Alexei Kulesh Local Self-Government Deputy 
(Krasnoyarsk Krai) 

Yuriy Lobunov  “Gorod-32” (Town-32) Information  
(Briansk Oblast) Agency, Editor-in-Chief

Natalia Loseva  “Mosgortur” (Moscow City Tour)  
(Moscow) Company, First Deputy Director General

Irina Lukianova  “Samarskaya Gazeta” (Samarsk  
(Samara Oblast) Newspaper) Publishers, Editor-in-Chief

Alexander Lukichev  RAS General History Institute, 
(Vologda Oblast) Senior Researcher

Evgeniy Malyshev  “Ulitsa Moskovskaya” (Moscow Street)  
(Penza Oblast) Newspaper, Deputy Editor-in-Chief

Semen Matkheiev  “Alliance of the Green – People’s Party”  
(Republic of Buryatia) Party Regional Department, Leader

Pavel Menshutkin  Freelance Journalist 
(Arkhangelsk Oblast) 

Igor Mintusov  Niccolo M, Chairman of the Board of  
(Moscow) Directors

Natalia Nazarova  Association of Young Russian  
(Penza Oblast) Entrepreneurs, Deputy Chairman

Irina Oreshkina Magazine “Russian word” (Prague),  
(St. Petersburg) Correspondent

Kirill Oreshkin  Sociologist 
(St. Petersburg) 

Dzhambulat Ozdoiev  Republic of Ingushetia Human Rights  
(Republic of Ingushetia) Commissioner

Magomed Ozdoiev “Ingush Young Scientists Support  
(Republic of Ingushetia) Fund”, Non-Governmental  
 Organization, Co-Founder 

Sergey Popov  Attorney 
(Primorski Krai)

Marina Potekhina  “Solidarity” Civic Movement, Political  
(St. Petersburg) Committee Member

Artur Rudakov  “Es-Pressa” (S-Press) Online Media,  
(Rostov Oblast) Editor-in-Chief

Elena Rukavishnikova  “RN-Inform”, Head of Technical Escort  
(Kabardino-Balkarian Republic) Department, Project Leader

Anna Salamatina National Research University Higher  
(Moscow) School of Economics, Vice Rector  
 Assistant

Evgeniya Sayko Internationale Journalisten-Programme,  
(Tomsk oblast) Coordinator

Yulija Schastlivsteva “Human Rights Movement”, Expert 
(Chelyabinsk Oblast) 

Evgeniy Semenikhin  “Civic Initiative Forum”, Russian- 
(Altai Krai) German Center for  Business and  
 Cultural Cooperation, Chairman

Alexander Shmelev Political Writer, Blogger 
(Moscow)  

Svetlana Shmeleva Online forum of civic dialog “I-Forum  
(Moscow)   2015”, Author and Tutor

Stepan Skorikov “Intellect Club”, Director 
(Yaroslavl Oblast)

Nikolai Sorokin  Kostroma Center of Regional  
(Kostroma oblast) Researches, Chairman

Andrey Tikhonov  Entrepreneur 
(Krasnoyarsk Krai) 

Aleksei Tupitsin  “Center for Civic Support”,  
(Irkutsk Oblast) Autonomous Noncommercial  
 Organization, Director
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Andrey Zakharov Magazine “Neprikosnovennyi zapas:  
(Moscow) debates on politics and culture”, Editor 

Roman Zakharov  “Flight Line Magazine” www.spblp.ru,  
(St. Petersburg) Editor-in-Chief

Ekaterina Zhilyakova  “Munitsipalnaya Vlast” (Municipal  
(Krasnodar Krai) Authority) Journal, Editor-in-Chief

SERBIA                                                                                   

Dejan Bursac  Institute for Political Sciences, Researcher

Valentina Dureta  Belgrade Fund for Political Excellence,   
 Alumni Program Coordinator

Aristea Stakic Radio Television of Vojvodina, Journalist

SWEDEN                                                                                   

Michael Sohlman Chairman of the Swedish Institute for  
 Foreign Policy; Member of the Royal  
 Swedish Academy of Sciences;  
 Nobel Foundation, Executive director  
 (1992 – 2011)

TUNISIA                                                                                   

Mohamed Zied Hadhri Tunisian School of Politics, Project Officer

Anis Mimech Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports,  
 Adviser

Rachid Guermazi Ministry of Social Affairs, Administrator

TURKEY                                                                                   

Yeter Can Gumus European School of Politics,  
 Program Coordinator

Sevket Uyanik  Habitat Center for Development and  
 Governance, Project Coordinator

Kandemir Atceken  Akdeniz University (Mersin), Research  
 & Teaching Assistant

UKRAINE                                                                                   

Georgiy Chizhov “Center for Political Technologies”, Head  
 of the Ukrainian Bureau

Veronika Kruglashova  Political Analyst

Taras Lyutyy National University of Kyiv-Mohyla  
 Academy, Professor of Philosophy and  
 Religious Department

Svitlana Matviienko Ukrainian Schools of Political Studies,  
 Programme Coordinator

Mikhail Minakov  “Kiev-Mogiliansk Academy” University, 
 Associate Professor; “Ideology and  
 Politics” Journal, Editor-in-Chief

Natalia Sheyko Kesarev consulting, Partner,  
 Director of Development

Olena Trybushna The Mass Media “Novoe Vremya”,  
 Deputy Editor

Elena Yurkina  “Center for Facilitating the Reforms”,  
 Civic Amalgamation,  
 Executive Director

UNITED KINGDOM                                                                                   

Leon Conrad Academy of Oratory, Co-founder

Teresa Monachino Designer

Daniel Rzasa Argus Media, Journalist
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Notes
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Enlightenment is man’s emergence from his self-imposed nonage. 
Nonage is the inability to use one’s own understanding without 
another’s guidance. This nonage is self-imposed if its cause lies not 
in lack of understanding but in indecision and lack of courage to 
use one’s own mind without another’s guidance. Sapere aude!  
“Have the courage to use your own understanding”, is therefore  
the motto of the enlightenment. 

Immanuel Kant “Answering the Question: What Is Enlightenment?”


