
Association of Schools of Political Studies of the Council of Europe 
 

 

 

SAPERE AUDE 

22-26 September, 2015 

Tbilisi, Georgia 



22nd of September, Tuesday 
Merab Mamardashvili, the man and his time

10.00 - 11.00 Opening: 
Matjaž Gruden, Director of Policy Planning, Council of  
Europe 
Armaz Akhvlediani, Founder and director, Tbilisi 
School of Political Studies  
Silvana de Vidovich, theatre critic  
Lena Nemirovskaya, Founder, Moscow School of Civic  
Education 

11.00 - 12.00 Session:  
Philosopher and his vocation 
Yury Senokossov (Russia) 

12.00 - 12.30 Coffee-break

12.30 - 13.30 Session:   
Merab Mamardashvili and his time: view of journalist 
and friend  
Pilar Bonet (Spain) 

13.30 - 14.30 Lunch 

14.30 - 15.30 Session:   
Mamardashvili as analytic philosopher  
Rodion Garshin (Kazakhstan) 

15.30 - 16.00 Break 

16.00 - 17.00 Session:   
Philosopher and his time 
Levan Gigineishvili (Georgia) 

17.00 - 17.30 Coffee-break

17.30 - 19.00 Round table: Philosopher and civil society  
Alexander Sogomonov (Russia)

19.00 Dinner

20.30 Ethno-jazz band "Iriao"



23rd September, Wednesday  
Human rights and political culture 

9.00 - 10.30  Session: Human rights and the rule of law 
Human rights and the rule of law  
Vadim Kluvgant (Russia)

10.30 – 11.00 Coffee-break

11.00 – 12.30 Session: Human rights and culture     
Being a journalist, being an activist  
Erling Borgen (Norway)

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch 

13.30 – 15.00 Session: Society 
Russia’s social wellbeing  
Evgeny Gontmakher (Russia)

15.00 – 15.30 Coffee-break 

15.30 – 17.00 Round table: 
Democracy and civic education 
Alexander Sogomonov (Russia)

17.00 – 17.30 Break 

17.30 – 19.30 Screening: “Will There Be a Theatre Up There?” 
Meeting with film director Nani Djanelidze, featured actor 
Kakha Kavsadze and composer Mikheil Mdinaradze 

19.30 Dinner 



24th September, Thursday  
History, state and society

9.00 – 10.30 Session: State and society  
Society and authorities in Russia in 2015 
Tatiana Vorozheikina (Russia)   
 

10.30 – 11.00 Coffee-break 

11.00 – 12.30 Session: State and society  
Machiavelli and us  
Andrey Zakharov (Russia)  

12.30 – 13.30 Lunch

13.30 – 15.00 Session: History, state and society 
Russia and Europe: an eternal comeback  
Vasily Zharkov (Russia)

15.00 – 15.30 Coffee-break 

15.30 – 17.00 Session: How does it work  
Russia and the West - past, present, and future 
Bobo Lo (United Kingdom)  

17.00 – 17.30 Coffee-break 

17.30 – 19.00 Session: How does it work   
When people are wrong: dead ends of imperial conscious  
Emil Pain (Russia) 

19.00 – 20.00 Dinner 

20.00 - 21.30 Round table: 
History and memory  
Alexander Sogomonov (Russia)



25th September, Friday  
Modern world: how does it work

9.00 - 10.30 Session: Global world   
Perspectives on globalisation and democracy 
Lord Robert Skidelsky (United Kingdom)  

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee-break 

11.00 - 12.30 Session: Russian in the global world    
Why “modernity” can hardly be translated into Russian 
Maxim Trudolubov (Russia)    
 

12.30 - 13.30 Lunch

13.30 - 15.00 Session: Global world  
Europe: between Syria and Ukraine  
Kadri Liik  (Estonia)

15.00 - 15.30 Break 

15.30 - 17.00 Session: Journalism in the modern world  
On the impossibility of propaganda  
Andrey Babitsky (Russia)

17.00 - 17.30 Coffee-break 

17.30 - 19.00 Session: Journalism in the modern world  
Media vs. propaganda  
Mikhail Fishman (Russia)  

19.00 - 20.00 Dinner 

20.00  - 21.30 Round table: 
XXI century: digital society and democracy  
Alexander Sogomonov (Russia)



 

26th September, Saturday 
Civic life 

9.00 - 10.30 Session: Civic education 
Global civics 
Hakan Altinay (Turkey)

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee-break

11.00 - 12.30 Session: Civic life 
Russian society and Ukraine   
Aleksei Makarkin (Russia)

12.30 - 13.30 Lunch

13.30 - 15.00 Session: Global world and politics  
On humiliation in European and Russian politics 
Charles Gati (United States) 

15.30 - 16.30 Coffee-break

16.00 - 17.30 Screening “Coriolanus”: 
Ralph Feinnes (United Kingdom) 

18.00 Closing: 
Toby Gati, Member, Board of Directors and International 
Advisory Council, Moscow School of Civic Education 
Lena Nemirovskaya, Founder, Moscow School of Civic  
Education  
Yury Senokossov, Founder and director of publishing  
programmes, Moscow School of Civic Education

18.30 Abkhazia State Choir " Shavnabada"



EXPERTS  

 ABASHIDZE, Zurab 
(Georgia)

Special Representative of the Prime Minister of 
Georgia on Russian issues

AKHVLEDIANI, 
Armaz  
(Georgia) 

Founder and director, Tbilisi School of Political Stud-
ies 

ALTINAY, Hakan  

(Turkey)

President of the Global Civics Academy, nonresident 
Senior Fellow, Global Economy and Development, 
Brookings 

BABITSKY,  
Andrey  
(Russia)

Senior editor, RBC journal 

BONET,  
Pilar  
(Spain)

Correspondent, El País in Moscow 

BORGEN, Erling  

(Norway)

Journalist, writer, film director, 

DE VIDOVICH, 
Silvana  
(Italy) 

Theatre critic 

DJANELIDZE,  
Nana  
(Georgia) 

Film director; director of the National Film Center of 
Georgia

FISHMAN,  
Mikhail  
(Russia)

Journalist, Internet TV anchor 

http://www.brookings.edu/about/programs/global


FEINNES,  
Ralph   
(United Kingdom) 

Film director, actor 

GARSHIN,  
Rodion  
(Kazakhstan) 

Philosopher 

GATI, Charles  
(USA) 

Political scientist; senior research professor of Euro-
pean and Eurasian Studies, Johns Hopkins School of 
Advanced International Studies  

GATI, Toby  
(USA)

Senior International Advisor, Akin Gump Strauss 
Hauer & Feld LLP, Washington, DC

GRUDEN,  
Matjaž  
(Council of Europe)

Director of Political Planning, Council of Europe

GIGINEISHVILI,  
Levan  
(Georgia) 

Professor, Tbilisi State University

GONTMAKHER,  
Evgeny 
(Russia)

Deputy director, Institute of World Economy & 
International Relations, Russian Academy of Sciences

KAVSADZE,  
Kakhi 
(Georgia)

Actor 

KLUVGANT,  
Vadim  
(Russia) 

Defense lawyer; member of the Committee of the 
Supreme Council of the Russian Federation on the 
issue of legality, rule of law and crime prevention; 
member of the Constitutional Commission (1990 – 
1993)



LIIK, Kadri 
(Estonia) 

Senior Policy Fellow, European Foreign Policy 
Scorecard Wider Europe Programme

LO, Bobo 
(United Kingdom)

Associate Fellow, Russia and Eurasia Programme, 
Chatham House; author of the book “Russia and the 
New World Disorder”

MAKARKIN,  
Alexey  
(Russia)

First vice-president, Center of Political Technologies

MDINARADZE, 
Mikheil 
(Georgia)

Composer 

NEMIROVSKAYA, 
Elena, OBE 
(Russia)

Founder, School of Civic Education

PAIN, Emil  
(Russia)

Director general, Center for ethnopolitical and re-
gional research 

SENOKOSSOV,  
Yury  
(Russia) 

Founder and Director of publishing programs, School 
of Civic Education

SOGOMONOV, 
Alexander 
(Russia)

Leading research fellow, Institute of Sociology, Russ-
ian Academy of Sciences

Lord SKIDELSKY,  
Robert  
(United Kingdom)

MP, House of Lords, UK Parliament; author of a ma-
jor, award-winning biography of British economist 
John Maynard Keynes

TRUDOLUBOV, 
Maxim 
(Russia)

Editor, Opinion page, Vedomosti daily

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Maynard_Keynes


 

VOROZHEIKINA, 
Tatiana 
(Russia)  

Political analyst 

ZAKHAROV,  
Andrey 
(Russia)

Editor, magazine “Neprikosnovennyi zapas: debates 
on politics and culture”

ZHARKOV,  
Vasily 
(Russia)

Program Director, Head of the International Politics 
Master’s Program, The Moscow School of Social and 
Economic Studies 










