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ASPS PRESIDENT CALLS FOR RESTORATION OF DEMOCRATIC CONSTITUTIONAL 
ORDER IN TUNISIA  

Strasbourg, 02.08.2021 

Nils Muižnieks, President of the Association of Schools of Political Studies 
of the Council of Europe (ASPS), today called on Tunisian President Kais 
Saied to respect both the letter and the spirit of his country’s constitution 
and reestablish the proper functioning of  democratic institutions and the 
rule of law. 

Recognising the serious economic, political and health problems facing 
Tunisia,  
Mr Muižnieks said these could only be resolved satisfactorily on the basis 
of the democratic principles, freedoms and rights which the Tunisian 
people had  gained through their uprising in 2011. 

The former Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights (2012 - 
2018)  urged Tunisia to respect its obligations under international human 
rights law and avoid any action that could lead to violence. 

The ASPS which groups democracy academies from Europe and North 
Africa, including Tunisia, promotes education in human rights, democracy 
and the rule of law. 

NOTES FOR EDITORS  

The Association of Schools of Political Studies (ASPS) was set up in July 
2008 by the Directors of the Schools of Political Studies affiliated with 
the Council of Europe to play an enhanced role in the management of 
their programme, to strengthen links between the Schools and foster 
their activities.                                    

The first School was set up in Moscow in 1992. Since then other 
Schools have been established in Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Georgia, Greece, 
Kosovo*, Moldova, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Morocco, Poland, 
Romania, Serbia, Tunisia, Turkey and Ukraine. 

Nils Muižnieks has been President of the ASPS since 2018. He was the 
Council of Europe’s Commissioner for Human Rights from 2012 to 
2018.  
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